PRESS RELEASE

IRISH CHOIR TO BRING MESSAGE OF SALVATION TO PARIS FOR FRENCH NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATIONS
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: On Friday 11th July 2014, the Lassus Scholars, a choir of Dublin Choral Foundation, will embark on a performance tour of Paris. 
The first concert of this ‘choral pilgrimage’ will take place at 4.30pm on Saturday 12th July in the magnificent surroundings of the iconic Church of ‘la Madeleine’ in Paris’s 8th arrondissement. The choir will perform an uplifting concert of motets and Gregorian chants called “Salvum fac populum”, featuring music on the theme of salvation. The programme will include well-known works by Renaissance masters Allegri (‘Miserere Mei, Dei’), Lassus, Palestrina and de Victoria, as well as motets by Anton Bruckner, Peter Philips and renowned Irish composers Charles Villiers Stanford and Colin Mawby. There will be no admission charge for the concert. 
Immediately following the concert at 6pm, and with the kind permission of Père Bruno Horaist PP, the Lassus Scholars will sing Lassus’ Missa Vinum Bonum as part of the celebration of the Solemn Mass in La Madeleine.

“The music we will be singing during our cultural tour of Paris highlights the intensity of the composers’ devotion to their faith. This music has stood the test of time, retaining its appeal and relevance across the centuries,” explains Dr. Ite O’Donovan, the choir’s musical director. “We hope that the combination of intensely moving polyphony and glorious Gregorian chant will encourage the listener not only to relax, but to also reflect upon their own faith and salvation, something that is often difficult to do in today’s busy, technologically-charged society.”
On Sunday morning, 13th July, at 11am, the choir will sing Palestrina’s Missa ‘Tu es Petrus’ for mass at L’église Saint-Eugène Sainte-Cécile in the 9th arrondissement. 
Later that afternoon, at 3.30pm, the Lassus Scholars will perform a concert of motets, chants and Irish choral works in St.Patrick’s chapel in the Irish College at the Centre Culturel Irlandais, in the 5th arrondissement. 
NOTE TO EDITORS: Interviews with musical director Dr. Ite O’Donovan can be arranged as required. High resolution photography is available electronically. 
Phone: 01 453 9663 / 087 234 0151
Email: iteod2@gmail.com / iteod@iol.ie
Web: www.dublinchoralfoundation.ie
ABOUT THE LASSUS SCHOLARS:

Named after the great Renaissance composer Orlande de Lassus, the Lassus Scholars was founded by renowned Irish choral director Dr. Ite O’Donovan in a bid to achieve the richness of the cathedral choral tradition in a changing, secular society. Since its establishment on 1996, the choir has sought to achieve excellence in expression and interpretation in all musical styles from the 16th century to the present day. 

The choir performs regularly in high-profile venues both at home and abroad, including Dublin’s National Concert Hall, National Gallery, City Hall, National Museum, St Patrick’s and Christ Church cathedrals, St. Kevin’s Church, Rome’s most prestigious churches including the Basilica of San Clemente, Santa Maria in Trastevere, Santissima Trinità dei Pellegrini, the Papal Basilica of St John Lateran and St Peter’s Basilica, and Westminster Cathedral in London.
In addition to performing many large-scale works by composer including Bach, Beethoven, Haydn, Mozart, Puccini, Schubert and Saint-Saens, the Lassus Scholars also sing masses, motets and rarely performed works by composers such as Palestrina, Victoria, Lassus, Byrd and Philips.

The Lassus Scholars have released five CDs, the most recent being Mozart 250, the first recording of three Mozart Masses by an Irish choir, orchestra and soloists. Together with its sister children’s choir, Piccolo Lasso, The Lassus Scholars have been awarded the prestigious Santa Cecilia Award by the Vocal Heritage Society in Ireland.
